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initiative and of the referendum. These things all
make legislation and its execution the direct affair of
the people. On the whole, it should be added, the
proportion of voters is high on the many occasions
when voting occurs, and the initiative and referendum
are constantly used. In Switzerland one hears no
charges of corruption, and it is evident that voting is
carried through in the spirit of the laws without
propagandist distortions of the will of the people.
The small scale of Swiss life is undoubtedly an advan-
tage in making democracy work. On the other hand,
there are certain flies in the ointment. Apart from
the inevitable complaint that democratic machinery
moves too slowly, it is very generally held that too
many old people are in command. The tendency
for Federal Councillors to be re-elected has developed
into a habit, and young men feel that all the interesting
positions will be blocked until they themselves have
lost their best vigour. The case of M. Motta, whose
foreign policy certainly fails to inspire general con-
fidence, is often cited, for he has been continuously
elected as a Federal Councillor since 1911 and has been
responsible for Swiss Foreign Affairs since 1920
without interruption. M. Motta belongs to the
Catholic Conservative Party, whose influence is held
by progressives to be artificially exaggerated by the
Constitution as it stands. Each canton, regardless of
its population figures, is equally represented in the
Council of Estates; since the predominantly Catholic
cantons are small, the Council of Estates, and therefore
also the Federal Assembly, overweight the Conserv-
ative Party. This question and several others related
to it were raised in December 1938 in an interesting